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Antonelli wins in Japan and leads Formula 1

Suzuka, 30.03.2026 [ENA]

Kimi Antonelli wins the Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka with a flawless performance and moves to the top
of the Formula 1 World Championship. After more than twenty years, an Italian driver leads the standings
again, reigniting excitement across global motorsport.

Suzuka [ENA] – This was not just another win, but a moment that carries real weight. Kimi Antonelli takes
victory at the Japanese Grand Prix and climbs to the top of the Formula 1 World Championship, putting an
Italian driver back in the lead after more than twenty years. On a track as demanding as Suzuka, he drove
with calm and clarity, managing every phase of the race with confidence. From the start to the final laps,
everything came together naturally: pace, decisions, and control all pointed to a performance that felt both
mature and convincing.

The race was decided by fine margins, as often happens on a technical and selective track like Suzuka.
Antonelli executed the strategy perfectly, maintaining a consistent pace and capitalizing on opportunities
without taking unnecessary risks. Tire management proved crucial, as did his ability to defend position
during the most critical moments. Rather than a one-off success, this victory reflects a carefully built
progression, developed with consistency since the start of the season.

The significance of this result goes beyond a single Grand Prix. Leading the World Championship again
after such a long time restores visibility and credibility to Italian motorsport in Formula 1. In a highly
competitive environment dominated by established champions and top teams, Antonelli has carved out his
place with authority. His achievement is not only technical but also symbolic, representing a new
generation capable of competing at the highest level without hesitation.

Now comes the hardest part: staying there. Leading the championship brings pressure, expectations, and a
long season that leaves little room for mistakes. What Antonelli showed at Suzuka, though, was more than
just speed — it was control, awareness, and the kind of maturity you don’t often see so early. The title race
is still wide open, but for the first time in years, Italy is watching it from the front, not from the sidelines —
and that changes everything.
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